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exclusion. We do not attempt to mitigate the
disaster inflicted on the defeated party at a general
election by giving its members any real share either
in the executive government or in the making of laws.
We have accepted none of those expedients by
which, in other countries, the rigour of the conflict,
in appearance at least, is somewhat relaxed.

In the United States the control of administration
is the prize of victory in a Presidential election,
and the vanquished faction gets no chance of
office for four years; but it can make its influence
felt in legislation. The Speaker of the House of
Eepresentatives, who is one of the managers of the
party dominant in that Chamber, will take care
that there is a majority of his own associates on
every one of the important committees by which
the Acts of Congress are shaped. But he would
not venture to exclude his opponents altogether.
The composition of the committees is supposed to
correspond roughly to that of the House; so that,
in each of these legislative councils, there will be a
quota of members of the defeated party able to take
some part in the moulding of legislation. The
right of the minority may not in practice amount
to very much, but it is at any rate not ignored.
Similarly, in the French Chamber the various
bureaux are supposed to be fairly selected from
the different groups of which the assembly is com-
posed.

In Great Britain itself, when we look at what
may be called the subordinate legislatures, we see
that the supremacy of the party element, while
admitted for electoral purposes, has its edge blunted
in the ordinary direction of business. The govern-